QUILME Shire in Queensdand’s
Ourback has & all - the magniboam
rmatueal divessity of the chasaed coun-
try. the ancient lands of the dinossur,
and the nppoevantey w fmd your wn
special opal as well as many moce ar-
tractinna

The Quilpie Shire is home 10 a
varcty ol asserah and bindlife and the
nugzed landscapes make it noc caly a
grea place foe kour-whoel drivisg but
aso provides endless opportunities for
keen photographers

Just because the Quilpie Shire has
x total popalation of 1100 docst
mean there's not much to see and do
While visiting Quilpic, dont mis

. secing dhe exteaondinary boulder opal

irs and spectacular

slesee, bocsorn and fom ar 8¢ Bsbacr's

Catholic Church. Also vidr Baldy Top

and Lake Houdraman,

Quilpéc is home 10 a number
of artists whose work bs displayed
theovughout buikding and in the
Quilpic Share Gallery.

Jus picture yourself sirting back
relaxing wanching che sriking sunsees,
enjoying the peacefid sumoundiogs
while overbcad the brolge arc Bying

w their night ncruary along the Bul-

loo River. The surroundings come
life with che cooler evenlngs, encking
an assorement of wildlife sowards che
famous siverhanks. You could even
throw the fuhing hinc in 1o carch 2
meal of yellowhelly: Did you know
thar all bur three of the strees in
Quilpie are named after binds® The
Quilpie Museum and Visiwor Ceatre
bean & Bl colour picteeial guide o
the binds of the region 1 enhance
your birdwatching experience in the
Quilpse Shire

If you're tired of raveling on
the main highways, get off the main
road and head west o the Quilpie
Shire. Heading noeth for pour winter
holiday from the southern pare of
Australia, 1ake the highway ro Bourke
then ke a journey of discovery aong
the Diowlieg Track while travelling
in the footseepi of Vincest [ames
Dowding and ocher ealy pioneers
who moce than 100 years ago discor-
ered the asea, known @ the Plains of
Peamise - people tavelled the track
for 3 new life 3nd sew opportuni-
ties. The Dowling Track travels from
Bourke theough Hungerfoed, Thargo-
msdadih and Toompine and concludes
i Quilpie. Your options ace endless,
base yourself in Quilple and ke

TRAVEL ACTION

in Quilpie Shire

day erigs 1 surrounding coweships
of Esomanga, Adavale, Cheepie or
Toompine,

The wwiuhip of Quilpie iself is
the workds largest producer of boulder
opal. Try your luck a1 the fosdcking
area - you may be lucky enough o
tske 3 picce of beauciful opal home
with you. Fomicking foropals st
designared fosscking Helds requices a
cursent foasickers peemir. These can
be obeained from che Quilpic Inkoe-
mation Centre. The Deack Creek
and Sheep Statlon Creek designaced
fussicking area & locared d0km froes
Toampane

To the south of Quilpie there i
a famous lictde pub betrer known &
the ‘pubs wich 20 rown’. In amongst
the mulga = the pub with the colde
beer asound. Toompine, the pub with
no sown bue with lois of charscer,

& 74km south o Quilpic alang a

birumen road. Take the opporenity




10 dosdle the populacion wd become
2 remichent (for ae leos c(uph' ol
nights) of chis unique Cobb and Co
stop. There are budget rooms or places
10 camp.

Froams Qualpic, go west o Ero-
manga. known as the furthest wwn
from dhe occan in Australia. Vieir
Opolopolis Park and see the mon-
wment to the opal minces. Ruingly,
the mining memasial is inkad with
opal. While yom're there, drop inte
the Royal Hord on the neat block.
Counter meals ase avadiable foe lunch
oe dinner, and there is sie-coadicionsd
accommadstion available as well. The
md-and-brick srucrure was ane of
the original buldings of the Cobb
and Co roure and opened (s dooes
1885. So even If you're noc planning
w0 stay the might, call in for 2 deink
0 you can toast the longerity of this
Bede ourback pub

Akso e che rustic ourdoor ma-

chinery museum In the main street
and visie the Object Thearse. Ero
srcanga has 3 rich histoey and recenly
bones from Ansralia’y brpet dmosaur

were found there Learn the suoey of
"Cooper,” 2 gigantic teaniauus

Eromanga and ssrrounding
distnces is home 00 many of Queens-
land’s oll and gas fidds. Eromanga
bowses its very own oil sefinery.

Teaved moeth 96k from Quilpic
w Adavale theough some mpeemive
soenery. Vise the monument 20 com-
memaorate the Polish Immigrases who
worked an the tiver Cossings, sce the
historic graves and have & deink ar e
town s only hotd,

S0 comse and dacover anractons
rarging from hissorical landmacks ro
true-blue Awsic expericnces.

And what do you do at the end
of aduy of sghisecing’ Rebes with »
good book, thar’s whar. Buy a unique
souvenis of your visie co Quilipic wich
a beok ar two by Jame Mdean, a
Quilpic mun whooe days comist of
runming the Bxmily shep aad cutle
property and whose evenings are spent
writing outback hicuon. A raral con-
wactor befioee the llmost decadeJong
droughe, the author of fous raal-
toom] noeels, short stocies and poctry
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now repeeseacs the fourch genecatlon
of his Eamily on the land. Wich lospir-

anon glf.mul from

a htetime spom
out in the dements and 3 yearning
o share his pare of Australia with he
rest of che would, Jame & never shoat

of Mdeas
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