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T'he beginning
of a new chapter

EY SALLY MURFET

By his own admission, rencavned
Austrakan athor Jame Mdean

sy that be was not very good
academically but really knew how to
tedl 2 good yam,

The thirty-dour year cld writer and
fammer waxs boen and rased in soame
of the Yuuqlw&'. COUMry " remole
outhack Queensand on a property
calied 'Lantany’, about 200 Milometres
south-west of Charleville, whére the
family ran sheep and cattle,

For the very tender aged of sighs,
Jarne attended a boerding school in

Brisbare—1 000 kiometres from home,

He only retumed four imes 2 year
during schoal holidarys.

Thmugh attreviing hoseding srhonl
Jame daims that he met maryy people

2 AL Messtralses. AN Beud.

] expenenced life in & way that he
would not have been able to at a local
high scheol.

He pliyed foothball and cricket,
particpated in athietics and rowed in
the school crews, as well x5 serving
four years in the codets

After finishing school in 1992 he
retumad home 1o help Ms Ly on
the property. He alwo got a job as 3
jackerco on a nexghbouring property
that corsisted of 54,000 acres. He then
wenl oul contract mustering, lamb
marking snd crutching on in south
west Queensland.

“1 dicdn’t hirew any degrees and | abways
knew |'would return home,” be says.
It v drh\] hic .'nntnrﬁr\g tima that

he met DA,

'? g

"Diarew came 1o wark an & property
right rext door and we met when |
Was doing some contract work on the
same property,” l[ame expliing. “We
et and then the twa of us and one of
mry best mates who was the mustering
piot had to share a room and wark
LOGEINGT TG 40X widdd slra gl walh no
cays off . and ol the end of that | was
hooked. The pllot's name was Dannyd
and he told me I'd found my girl; he
was kifed in 2 menterng accidert a
few years later, but not before he got
to stand up a5 a groomaman at our
wedding.”

About 18 months after he met DI,
Jame’s father becamse il and jame
had 1o put an end 1o his contracting
business 1o take on more of the
everyday resporulbilty and workload.

Jarrwe says tht through record-breaking
rove and the worst drought in living
memaory, his passion for writing has
often had to take a back seat 1o doing
what needed 1o be done just to
wrvive,

He weale his fiest nowel mmeckatndy
alter leaving wchool in 1992 and




two more before completing The
Groadest Lite in 2004, Alang the vway
thare hive Deon several short Sories,
sorme poetry and 3 screenplay cafled
A Litrle Pece of heland.,

After years of clowe cally s near
misses and a senes of famly health
probioms, jame’s family have decided
that it’s time 1o skow down srd smell
the roses, so to speak.

Jarme Mickean ardd hin vale Di wil

be downsizng to a smaller block in
Crenchila. The move will enable ame
10 CONC@trate on s wilting Canver,
and B vell foown on her digitol doign
busness as wel as bullding a good line
of comenercial Red Beabwnans.

Jme's parents Roger and Lyn
Kemahwad (Mclean i Jame’s pen
namre ) who ame o ther uxties, wil
retire completely from e on the land
and move 10 Toowoomba. |ame speaks
wilh mixed emotions when he tells of
the deciion to go. "We are 3ad to go
but are 2lso excited because we chose
to go.”

When teling of his kfe on the land you
realse how much the cuthack isin
Jame’s Blood,

He s abo guack to make you realse
that no amount of Cows, country of
wool chps can replace the anes you
love, The realsation came after he
rnearly lost Df through a nasty wipe-out

on a motortike and through trying to
manage a chronic camping disxie
called Thompeonts Diseass, *1 have

a ot of trouble in the heat and the
cold but | am able to manage it with
mwdication.”

|ame loves the idea of being 2
stoeytedler. Ho describes himsell as
o hard worker by day and an over
Imaginative fool by night.

1 rvever uffer from writer’s block; |
often descrbe myself 25 a professonal
bull-ghitter." It & often just a voice or a
lirwe of Salogae or simply a name tha
worka me nto Jtortng o now book.”

Fighting boack i the outback is the
motto that Jame and his family Ive by

“We have avways described cursabves
i being good rews from the buah, “All
the interviews that | have done,
espacialy il they are ot being done
by country people, slways end up
foousing on the bad or negative. | did
an insenview with 2 guy in Sydney, and
while ever | was talking about drought,
stock dying oe debl be just loved 2 but
whenever | tried to tak about us doing
our best and she’ll be right—it wasn't
& sevaationd [for him)”

It's the person that plays on with a
broken arm rather than the person
whio scoees the madt points who
ropires jame. “l get greast energy from
other people’s erergy™ B

! SEE,

{ 3ee pou gethng up eonly, / see pou
ridvg o the moening ol

1 500 the wind fuas cut youw face
and your eyes ane warering s

{ see the sun bas bumt your skin,

¢ 3% you fave crocks i bath your
fhandi,

{ see how the years have miteated
you avd how no ane wnderstonds.

{ by pou with your oY eyws and
o stroeed bt gendhe smie,

{ kmow you e pud yoor (Ve on hold,
and for more than just o while,

{ kv you v wovkind 0 vy havd
and | know you ve done your best,
{ know you wish jo seithe bock,
stratch your gt and A fime 1o
nest.

I wavat for you thess Ao srmpss
hangi, @i [ ol tham for mypel,
I wanx 20 think of these days past
e pctes op o the shelt

I weawdl fusd Nke you do, 2o (e oy
e 0w on the kv,

I wovt 80 Be abe o take a wak,
the Glock sod or the sand,

I rovember hosy i wied ro e, &
the good tmes and the God,

I remember how we used (o be,
sorefimes Arappy and Jneatime
WAt

| romember o the gracn Qrais,

the wool bates and the endiess
muaters,

) sornernbey chase'n wiltd sonubbwe
cows and saforing endVess dusters.

I won there whenr the olches beort S
bheode oend whan D yourig peaple
sayed away,

! was there wiher the working dogs
wood idl, and the steck begaw o
iiqay.

) was there wien the wotyy o
oul, ond when we were ol deephy
it the pics,

) was there wivon al the gavdes
Ned ond whan the g house )
10 Eals
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