Jamie and his wife D:qnne have been bqﬁhng drought corditions on
Lantana, the family's 40,500ha sheep and ccn”rle s’ra’ﬂon Iocc:’red more

: Thon 100km from Qu;tple

pub]_lsh_ed or give up wntmg complete-

ly. Their drought-stricken property

was demanding so much attention and

writing took up considerable time.

They went with the ‘give-it-a-go

~ option’ and despite being knocked

- back more than once, with evidence in
the form of a drawer full of “thank-you
but no thank-you™ letters, Jamie had
faith in his writing ability.

Jamie says his wife, Dianne, and his
muim are his biggest supporters.
Dianne is his manager despite living
and working 700km away while his

~mum is responsible for getting hlS book

into bookstores.
- Ontop of having his wife live so far
“away Jamie also has drought related

problems. He finds it hard to get Iabour

so does most-work himself, the sheep
flock has been reduced because of time
and labour, and cattle became the focus
 because Jamie can handle them by
himself. '
~ “It’sbeenbad for the last six years
'.w1th the drought, illness, death of -
mates and death of stock. The success
of the book has been a real pat on the
back,” Jamie said.
Dianne summed up their family’s

- feeling about Jamie’s books well when

she said, “It was fantastic after six
years of ongoing drought to finally
have something positive to feed our en-
ergies into that didn’t mvo]ve mulga -
trees and dying stock.”

To find out more about Jamie
Kemshead or'to order books g0 to
WWW, jamemclean com
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